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,Of Creeps and Systems, together with the Author's own Creed, 
oe, , CGS = si cnmeemeetied Credat ‘Judaus Apelia. Hor. 


: UR fpiritual DireGtors have not only an indifputable Right to auricular 
Confeffion, but alfo to exact an Account of every Man's Faith, to fee whether 
he be an orthodox Believer, or a pernicious Heretic. ‘The former, indeed, is 
; at prefent, in proteftant Countries, moft lamentably neglected, being almoft 
4 entirely ingrofled by the Church of Rome. Yet whoever impartially con the 
fingular Advantages thence accruing to the externdl Splendor of Religion, and the 
Power and Influence of the Priefthood, cannot but ferioufly bewail fo fatal an Omiffion. 
’T were therefore to be wifhed, that the Clergy would ufe their pious Endeavours to 
re-introduce the above wholefome Difcipline, which could not fail of adding new 
Weight and Importance to their ecclefiaftical oe me But tho’ the Negleé& of f 
nicely a Part of the minifterial Funétion ‘as auricular Confeffion, muft unavoidably 
affect every good Man with undiffembled Sorrow, yet we may fome 
from the unfpeakable Benefit refulting from Creeds and Syftems, in which the Remif 
Church hath not the Impudence to exalt herfelf above us. The Advantages of thus 
giving an Account of our Faith, by fubfcribinge or aflenting to Creeds, are more 
evident, than is the Reafon and Propriety of the Thing. No one can o 
making an open Declaration of the Religion he profelise, nor ate any Man to be 
afhamed of his Principles. It is true, it may by Men of carnal dciftical Turns, be 
objected, that as the Laity in all proteftant Countries are poffefs'd of the Bible, their 
Belief of the Holy Scriptures, is fufficient without a Creeds thence extraéted; 
or prétended to be fo. But this is a Piece of — sy pregnant with Abfurdity and 
Deifm. For although the whole revealed Will of God is worthy of equal C as 
alike proceeding from the immutable Source of Light and Truth, yet every Part of his 
Revelation doth not equally merit the Diftin€&tion of an Article of Faith: That is to 
fay, tho’ it is all to be believed, it is not to be believed with an equal Affent, and one 
Truth may be more true than another. What ought therefore to be confidered as an 
Yalk rticle of Faith, or, in others Words, to be embraced with a ftronger Faith than the 
oe 4h ft, is impoffible to be known by the illiterate Laity, ‘till it be drawn out and ranged in 
| the Form of a Creed by fome Council or Convocation, which Extraftion and 
Arrangement give it that Pre-eminence and Superiority above any other Part of the 
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of: HERE is another Objection in which Men of Libertine and Latitudinarian 
| ci * Principles, may expeét to triumph. They may urge, that if Creeds are wholly colleéted 

; from the Scriptures, then our believing the latter, rendets the former al ufele(s 


they ought undoubtedly to be rejected. But thefe pertinacious Difputants do not 
confider that fuch Creeds, being agreeable to holy Wnit, is no A inft their 

, _ Utility and Importance. For it is well known, that many Thi of abfolute Necefiity 
4 | to Salvation, are delivered in Scripture, in Expreffions and ive, 


and impertinent: If, on the Contrary, they contain any Thing —— to Scripture, 
inft 


which, when reduced to Creeds, are either exprefled or expounded in modern 

Language ; and to argue againft the Ufe of Creeds, bécaufe they contain nothi 

contraty, nor in Addition to the Word of God, would equally militate againft the U 

of preaching, which is alfo agreeable to the Word of God. Befides, for us to 

determine what Creeds are agreeable or repugnant to Scripture, is in Reality claiming a 

Right of private Judgment ; when by the very Suppofition, to judge for us, is hs 

Prerogative of our ghoftly Directors. And where in the Name of Comman Senjfe, is the * 
Abfurdity of fuppofing fome —, ‘ae in ~~ livel ype in Terms 

“4 ™ ambiguous and parabolical, on pu to difplay t ecefhty an uninterrupted 

Tt Sucortien of Teachers, in a more glaring and inconteftible Light. 








- that thali be binding on the Confciences of Chriftians : But this Objection, befides 


_ them, efpecially if he is predetermined to perjure himélf. 


: 
a7 th. 
* 
e' 
s> ’ 
. 
. _ 


" Aepemplain or illuftrate them, proves himfelf an illuftrious Blockhead. 















































The INDEPEN 


Ir may again be objected, that admitting a Neceffity for making fuch ¢ 
Colleétion of the moft fundamental Truths of our holy Religion, yet as Religion is 4 
Thing, no Council or Convocation can arrofate a Right of making any Creeds 


Roman Catholic Countries, it has by woful Experience been found fatal to the Church 
and introduétive of numberlefs Herelies, to entruft the Laity with the Scriptures ; what 
damnable Errors are not to be apprehended from fuffering every Man, befides readi 
the Bible, to collect particular Articles of Faith, in dire& Oppolition to the eftablithed 
Orthodoxy ! Surely every Man has not fufficient Abilities to underfland the 
Scriptures. The ing Creeds, and compofing Syftems, are therefore abfolutely 
uifite to maintain an Uniformity of Fuith of Doétrine. For, was every Man left to 
himfelf in religious Matters, he might run the Hazard, either of eftceming fome Parts 
of Scripture fundamental, which neverthelefs for wife Reafons have not been thought 
to be inferted in amy Creed ; or he might believe nothing but the Bible; either cf 
which might eventually ae prejudicial to the Caufe of Orthodoxy. Befides, was 
eyery Individual to follow his particular Humour in Matters of Faith, it might create as 
many different Opini as there were Men ; and then, {mall indeed would be the 
Revenue of the » for every particular Man could not maintain a Pricit of his own, 
Menreover, w fuch a ColleQiion of the moft eflential Articles of the Chriftian 
jon, as we term a Crecd, it might often happen, that a very good Man might 
have a very bad Faith; in which Cafe, neither the inward Sincerity of his Heart, nor \ 
his outward Chriftian Deportment could be of any Avail to his future Happiness. 
Whereas the yielding a firm Affent to Creeds compofed by proper Authority, will atone 
for numberlefs Peccadilloes, and entitle the Believer to the divine Acceptance, 
notwithftanding the external Irregularities of his Life and Converfation. 
_ Ir is further evident, that tho’ all the various Syftems of Chriftians are to be 
as Chriflianity 2 Pe: and methedized; yet as different Sets in fuch Regulation 
Difpofition, make ule of different ms to exprefs the fame Idea, fuch Terms 
mutt neceflarily furnifh Occafion for Difputation and Controverfy, and by that Means 
exhibit freth Proofs of the Ufe and Neceflity of Expofitors for the Interpretation of their 
‘taue Meaning and Import. Nor would it be poffible, without knowing People's 
inci tu argue again them; which would in a great Meafure retrench the 
, of Divines, as well as curtail the Number of polemical Writings. 
_Tuus, the Ufe of Creeds, which is the Conftruction of the Clergy upon the , 
Scriptures, and as it were, the Compendium of the effential Doétrines of Revelation, is — 
demonftrated: So that I fhould think myft!f fufficiently juftified, for making public 
‘: of my Belief, could I affign no other Reafon for it, than what is included ing 
or may be fairly inferred from, the above Arguments. “But I have a ftronger 
to lay before the Publick the Articles of my Faith. ‘The Succefs of my, 
y Reflections, depends in a great Meafure, upon the Knowledge of my Principles, 
For the fame a ese Powies by Perfons of different Perfuafions, ought undoubtedly to — 
meet with a very different Reception: Nay, the cleareft Truths delivered by an Hereti¢y  — 
are more icious than the groficit F s publifhed by a Writer of found rs 
orthodox Principles, It will morever fave fome of my reverend Friends a good deal of 
rouble, in attempting to difcaver my religious Opinions, It is well known, that fome 
nted me as an Athgiit, others as a Deilt, and a third Sort as a Presbyterian 
iy Creed will thew, that none have exaétly hit it. For all which Reafons, I thalh 
chearfully lay before them the Articles of my Faith: But, Anew ali Men by theft 
Prefents, that 1 intend neither to burn nor pifto! any Man alive, for not fwearing 


having already been obviated in Part, may reccive this further Reply, that fince in | 





T satizve the Scriptures of the Old and New Teftament, without any fancigs 
or human Explications but my own; For which I fthould dowbtlefs 

ured with Martyrdom, did I not live in a Government which reftrains that fiery 

which would reduce a Man’s Body to Athes for the Illumination of bis 
















pale Re II, 
i One. that many, an honeft Man has worn a red Coat, and many a Rogue #@ 
aie : lll. 


q oe i P : p 
there is no Merit in pretending to believe what is impoffible to be believed # 
bth ter pot incredible, Soclipeinnadeealinhe. and that whoever attem P 
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_ Iv. 
I Believe, that when our Saviour faid, they teach for Do&rines the Commandments 
of Men, He did not intend to confine the Charge to the Pharifees, , 
Vv 


I Believe that the Word Othedexy, is a hard equivocal prieftiy Term, that has caufed 
the Effufion of more Blood than all the Roman Emperors put together. 
VI 


. I Believe that the Quakers have a good deal of Religion, and not # fingle Prieft. 


I Believe, that to defend the Chriftian Religion is one Thing, and to knock a Man in. 
the Head for being of a different, is re . 

1 Believe, that if the whole Kingdom profeffed one Religion, it would be of no 
Religion ; and that the Variety of Sects in the Nation, are « Guard againft the Tyranny 
and Ufurpation of one over another. _ 

I 


_ I Believe, that whatever Perfuafion hath the Power of the Secular Arm on its Side, 

may be enabled to opprefs others, or abridge them of their natural Rights ; while the 
latter tho’ more numerous and opulent are incapable of injuring the former, or ing 
each other, having nothing to defend their own Caufe, but the paltry unavalling 


Weapons of Reafon-ahd Argument. 


I Believe the Tranfubftantiation of the Elemients inte Fleth and Blood, by the Mouth 
of a Romith Prieft, to be equally poffible with the Tranfmutation of Sinners and 
Numfkulls into Saints and Scholars, by the Hands of a proteftant \Prieft. 

XI | 


I Believe, that he who feareth God and worketh Righteoufnef, will be accepted of 
him, even tho’ he refufe to worfhip any Map, or order of Men, into the Bargain. 


I Believe, that —* Wuircorrt Truth, when he faid, thet Archbithops 
are neither divine nor apoftolical, but ee and fince the Apoftles Time. 
IIE. 
I Beleive, that Riches, Ornaments and Ceremonies, were aflumed by Churches for 
the fame Reafon that Garments were invented by our firft Parents. 


I Believe, that a pious and charitable, a wife and benevolent Divine, will concifiate 
the Affection, and attract the Efteem of every good Man, and that fcarcely too much 
Refpect can be paid to a Charaéter fo amiable, meritorious and uncommon. 

: XV 


I Believe, that a Man may be a good Chrittian tho’ he be of no Seét in Chriftendorn, 


I Believe, that, bating Rosert BArciay’s Enthufiam, his Apology contains more 
of primitive Chriftianity, than one half ~4 theological Syftems extant.. 


I Believe, that our Faith like our Stomachs miay be overcharged, efpecially if we are 
prohibited to chew what we are nme oT fwallow. 

I Believe, that Religion doth not confift in black Coats, or black Caflocks, in Hate 
ros'd or unros’d, in Bands or Surplices, in cant Phrafes or demure Looks, but in lovinig 
God and keeping his Commandments, 7 


XIX, beat 
I Believe, that a luxurious Parfon may as well play the Glatton upon Plumb-Pudding 
and dry'd Cod, as upon roaft Beef and — 


I Believe, that there is mose Iniquity committed under the Rofe, than is of 
under the Gallows; and that in one Senfe a black Petticoat is like , cher 
covering a Multitude of Sins. 


XXI. 
I Believe, that fome People will curfe me for believing fo. 


I Believe, that fome of the Priefthood peal impofe on the Credulity of-the 
Vulgar, and that by this Craft they get their sath, ” ' 
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XXIV. ; 
I Believe, that when two Clergymen damn one another, neither of them abounds 
with Chriftian Charity. 
XXV. 
<I, Believe, that fwearing and lying for the Church, is a Heterodoxy in Pradtice feldom 
exclaimed againft by Ecclefiaftics, and that no Falfhoods or Calumnies, however 
e* incredible. and ov mpegs be in themfelves, are not chearfully believed and publithed 
when they make for the Advancement ss » 
I Believe, ey aa a certain rei & and charitable Society for the Promotion of Chriftian ® - 
are frequently angalle Apc Soe tranfmitted from the - 
American aiddaly iy el od chime 
, ‘— 
I Believe, Nene amr setbetilioo Ondess: tots the Aboliien Snaeth 
Kingdom of of Darknef arknefs, moved thereunto by the Holy Ghoft, there are i: ' — 
aflume the Gus by the of Mammon, and to diay the Infurrection , ” 
Stomachs. | 
4 iS XXVIII. 
\ hes that Jacob's Prophecy, that the Tribe of Levy would be Inftruments of 
> is every Day in the Year 
’ XXIX. 
I Believe, that if the Sentence of the Clergy was ratifyed in Heaven, the Laity would 
be obliged to pay endow he et ping ee 
"I Believe, that I thall believe that the Clergy are more pious than other Men, when 
I fee good Reafon to believe it. 
eli i Knowledge and Study are two 
oak aiigre fet she and thet to govechy “Quis read other +1 aly Siri, is a 
: XXXII. 
. en ae , 
1 thet when a certain King was canonia’d, there was an extraordinary ho 
of : rat) 
atta . XXXII. : h 
; ; ther 
tr ast «ea or a Bane to the Society wT ite, 
om | XXXIV. rt 
PS Arion Boas thet fince the laft Seffion of our General Aeered fome fanguine Mi: 
> and eure elevated Hopes reprefle pe fach 
_ cohnbs iam  zpshpinagaleeaes the 
- every low-liv'd Falgv among their Conftituents, nor be terrified. Con 
a Carman or Cobbler. , 7 ee. 
the Surveyor of ou blic Hi: sheds ma wei ed in the Ballance; J Rea 
Ur that ‘the ’s not aunties him in February ed nay 
Thfc 


L, tho’ shee ied © to ‘ep them in Repair for fifty Pounds a Yor, cannot eafily 


-with that Regard for the public Intereft with which they are known to be 


- 





XXXVH 
i Te itieee: ‘tne win ik in the Poona of kane Geatlcinen I could name, the 
* 8 ere. Reriecror had Jong. aga Keen crop’d and pilloried. 


i that the Virulence of fome of the Cl againft ny Speculations, proceeds 
which larhamnied os: an tco firm a Bafis tobe 


their to Chriftianity, 
SE rs b fo freeft Enquiry, and the divine Authority, of which I fincerely believe 
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for faying fo ; but from an Apprehenfion of bringing into "9 
Contempt their fiaicclons’ Chain ead unreafonable Pretenfions, which may jually aD is th. 
tremble at the flighteft Scrutiny, and pod believe I fhall more and more put into4 4g ge. , 
Panick, in Defance of both refs and ee | 














° TT Beidvey that this Creed is more intelligible than that of St. Athanafias 3 and thatjog i 
there will Sse Ny rn ee an Expofition on the Thirty Nite iy 

Ketcles of ty Paste . 
Bis 











